Ghost Dances – Christopher Bruce (1981)
Costume – Belinda Scarlett
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JJohnson/2005: revision
Figures of death.





Dehumanised skeletal creatures


Skull masks


Matted hair


Near naked bodies painted with water based make up to outline muscle groups and emphasise bone structure.





Apart from their masks and body paint, the Ghost Dancers’ costumes consist of black bands of loose rags and feathers round their waists, upper arms, wrists and just below their knees.





Variety of textures on skirts in a range of blacks - Hemp, leather, unravelled dressing gown cord, turkey and cockerel feathers.





Despite playing actual birds – no real feathers are used on the cygnets in Swan Lake.





Skull like masks covers the full face


Hair and feathers attached


Masks are modelled, painted and textured to suggest the last shred of flesh might still be attached.








Body paint highlights movement and stillness.





Ethereal quality





Stillness emphasised as even softest movement, breath or adjustment is seen.











Link to WAFtT – dancers are relaxed in their clothes, hidden away under layers.  Their movements can be uncontrolled, bold and uncaring.  





Where as Ghosts are dominating, powerful and proudly on show.





Jaws are slightly open revealing a few remaining teeth.  The straggly flowing hair is made from shredded hemp dyed black.








